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INTRODUCTION

“Gomathidasa” Ramaswami Sastrigal, the author of the
present work, was born on 94th Thulam, 999 M.E. (Novem-
ber, 1824) in the western Agraharam of Elattur, a village near
Shencottah (S. India). Ashe was a devoted worshipper of
Goddess Gomathi of Sankaranainarkoil (Tinnevelly Dt.)
he is popularly known under the appellation of * Gomathi-
dasa”. His father was Sankaranarayana Sastrigal alias Andi
Sastrigal. His early studies consisted, as was common in
those days, of an elementary course in Sanskrit poetry
(Mahakavyas, etc.) and grammar under the local punditse
Even as a boy he is said to have given proofs of his
extraordinary poetic gifts. On completion of his studies at
Elattur and at the suggestion of his tutors, he was sent
over to the court of Pantalam Raja for higher studies in
grammar and logic, Pantalam is a principality in Central
Travancore and the feudatory chiefs of the place, Rajas as
they are called, are of ancient royal blood belonging to a
branch of the ancient Pandya line of kings who took shelter
in Travancore under adverse circumstances. They were
renowned scholars in Sanskrit for many generations. Under
the hospitable roof of the Pantalam Raja the young poet
received every encouragement for the prosecution of his
higher studies and within a short period he wasable to
acquire admirable proficiency in Vyakarana and Tarka under
the tutorship of Kerala Varma, a scholar of high merits.
He also became well versed in almost every branch of
Sanskrit literature. The effervescing spirit of his poetic
instinct was also growing by degrees during this period and
at about 20 or 91 years of age, he was recognised to be one
of the greatest pundits. The following encomiastic stanza
from his ¢ Pantalapuri Mahatmyam” serves to reveal the
poet’s admiration for his tutor.
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After his career in Pantalam, there is a short period
of obscurity in his life, which he seems to have spent in
travels. He made pilgrimages to important shrines in South
India, such as, Gokarnam, Mockambi, Kumbakonam, etc.

In or about 1849, he came to Trivandrum and
established his permanent residence there for pursuing his
literary labours. Trivandrum, the capital of Travancore
(now of Kerala) is a celebrated centre of learning and the
late rulers, besides being erudite scholars, were liberal
patrons of learning. The beginning of the reign of Swathi
Thirunal can be said to mark the beginning of a new era in
the literary history of Travancore, The life and works of
this illustrious Maharaja, (died 1847, aged only 34) who
was a genius in the two sister Arts, Music and Poetry, gave
such an impulse to the study of Sanskrit that for the
following 50 years or so, Trivandrum was the cynosure of
Sanskrit pundits and poets. The musical compositions of
Swathi Tirunal stand second only to the sublime songs of
Saint Thyagaraya. Uthram Tirunal Martanda Varma, the
successor of Swathi Tirupal, was occupying the throne,
when Ramaswami Sastrigal came to Trivandrum. The first
prince Ayilyam Tirunal Rama Varma, with whom Rama-
swami Sastrigal made his first acquaintance, was attracted
by the poet’s wide range of literary acquisitions and he
discerned in the voung poet future symptoms of a great
poet. Through his influcnce, Ramaswami Sastrigal was able
to secure the pawronage of Uthram Tirunal and the relation-
ship between the two gradually grew into one of wolid
intimacy. The most eventful epoch 1n the poet’s literary
activities can be said to commence from this period. The
poet was offered a pundit’s place among the Sanskrit
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scholars attached to the Court. The occasional lyrics
composed by him were much admired by the Maharaja and
the pundits. His wonderful power of versification combined
with a rare mastery of Sanskrit language soon won for him
a pre-eminence over the other pundits in the Court. His
keen critical faculty also enabled him to outshine the other
scholars. Sastrigal’s first attempt at literature dates from
1853 when he was only 29 years of age. Kathakali which
occupies an important place in the literature of Kerala, had
gained an unprecedented popularity during the reign of
Uthram Tirunal owing chiefly to the encouragement it recei-
ved fromtheKing and the play ¢ Jalandharasuravadham ”
by the poet was primarily intended to please the King and
it met with immediate success. * Kirtivilasam” Champu,
his another work during this period treats of the religious
routine of Ayilyam Tirunal, the first prince and afterwards
his enlightened patron.

Uthram Tirunal died in 1860 and was succeeded to the
throne by Ayilyam Tirunal Rama Varma. Ayilyam
Tirunal’s reign, which covers a period of about 19 years, is
remarkably conspicuous for land and other reforms and it
was a glorious epoch in the history of Travancore with
regard to Sanskrit literature. Ramaswami Sastrigal was the
chief poet and his position in the Court during this reign
is often justly compared to that of the reputed Kalidasa in
the court of King Bhoja of Dhar. Inthe &< or assembly
of Pundits, his opinions were highly respected, Sastrigal’s
unparalleled work ¢ Vruttaratnavali ” JTE@ES! was written
during this period and it was published in 1878in old
Malayalam script.

After the death of Ayilyam Tirunal (1880) Visakbham
Tirunal ascended the throne and Sastrigal continued to be
the chief poet during this reign also. The celebration of
the Tulabhara ceremony of Visakham Tirunal is the theme
of Thulabhara Varnanam written by the poet in honour of
that function and it contains many passages that are .
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characteristic of the poet’s style. He was also for some
time tutor to Szi Moolam Tirunal Maharaja. Sastrigal was
64 when he passed away in 1887 and his death removed
from the court a shining ornament that shed intellectual
lustre for more than three decades. The reputed scholar,
Kerala Varma (the senior Koil Thampuran) was a pupil of
Ramaswami Sastrigal.

Ramaswami Sastrigal was a Saktheya and he little
cared for earthly gains. His disposition is reported to be of
a calm and serene nature and he is probably alluding to
himself when, in his “Anyapadesa’” he says about the ocean
as thus :

R: Al wgEon wwfa sl

afer: sFREa-attfn man gafa sfm
e wRee eEafiatamg @ @il

e a sEwEl sefieEre |

He was neither ambitious of public honours nor did he
pride himself on his intellectual attainments. He was an
3aEHR and the {ollowing incident reveals his superhuman
powers of vision. Once the Maharaja (Ayilyam Tirunal)
appeared before the 8% with something shut up in his
right hand and asked the pundits assembled to guess what
might be in his hand. Several guesses were offered, but
none of them was satisfactory. Last of all, Ramaswamy
Sastrigal came forward and the following lines flowed out
from his lips :—

AT AqagE Faf FEdEEE:
g Ritrs R eEue: |

A AmTIEaREATE AEERaE:
g feaga, 1=a g |

Everyone present was astonished when the King took
« out from his hand a small effigy of Hanuman carved in
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ivory. An admirable nature of Sastrigal was tbat he never
gave way to the wrong opinions of others and once he had
to incur the displeasure of the Maharaja on a point about
which, his opinion, though right, was disregarded. He
immediately went out of the palace reciting the following
words :—

EREENEUNE R R IR RI GRS R
argar & gar & o afa & qan feare
frqam: REm

He was afterwards sent for and both were soon reconciled.

The works of Ramaswami Sastrigal may be classified in
seven categories and I am subjoining a list of the same at
the end of the Introduction. He was a voluminous writer
and his writings are conspicuous by their vivid perspecuity
of style and terseness of expression. For imaginative
richness his Kaivalyavalliparinayavilasa (a Champu Kavya
unpublished) stands by itself. See the following passages
for their charm and vigour :

1) aEEeE afdwE atg s=f
ey @ add HEaEEg ()

( IT@EH )
2) shafzarafafines
AR IGIFRSAITAR: |
gy Rarg sEa qoner-
w4 fafvafa a § a9 |l
(gemre: )

(8) waf = 7 a1 axFzfindan dwa: A 2
qi6 A% FOH o a & g & J@qn gA |
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I, AR AR
AR fdwear Agawaay 2o aoffam |
( Fifdfer: )

(4) i gg7 W fEw wfdweaw
fafto Frogesfaad |
el fRumuerd
79 39 7 ResfeREEgE |

N ( Fremafoafier: )

Besides the immortal work JWAMS! (Published in
Malayalam script in 1878) he has to his credit a number of
works which include one Mahakavyam §&9U=9Y and several
valuable commentaries. He has also composed a few verses
in Malayalam and Tamil ( Jalandharasuravadham is a
Malayalam work, though Sanskrit words are predominant).
A large number of his witty sayings and single verses (most
of them extempore effusions) are still known to Sanskrit
scholars in Kerala. Since his death, these works have been
unfortunately suffering an eclipse and it is chiefly through
my father’s efforts that many of them were permanently
rescued from oblivion. My father who undertook the
editorial task of these works could bring out only 8 works,

(1) ApferEarEd  (2) pedgRaes:
(3) Jalandharasuravadham (Kathakali)

The University Manuscripts Library at Trivandrum has
recenily brought out one publication FTAGTT (of Mel.
puthur Narayana Bhattathiri) with a Sanskrit commentary
by Ramaswami Sastrigal. The only works that appear
to have been published during the poct’s lifetime are
TR@ATTE! (dealing with the technique of Sanskrit Prosody)
and HAEEHZA, HAFIEISHY a2 small stotra of exquisite
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beauty, has also been published, I am now working at
editing the other works in my hand and I hope to make
them available to the public shortly.

The present work HEN@GTHEITH , which ranks among the
major works of Ramaswami Sastrigal, comprises three stotras,
each containing a century of hymas in praise of Devi (Durga),
Siva and Vishnu respectively and their spiritual sublimity
and graceful style hardly need any comment. The work is
said to have been composed at the suggestion of Visakham
Tirunal Maharaja. The metre employed is throughout Q’IT§§5-
@#RTT. and the T1F is uniformly maintained in all the 300
slokas.  All the consonants of Sanskrit alphabet excepting
¥, #, W, 3 &% in Devi Ashtaprasa and ¥, & ¥ & & in Siva
and Vishnu have been made use of, besides presenting them
in the alphabetical order. This gives the work a distinctive
charm which we rarely meet with in similar compositions
of others. In each stanza thesecond and the fourteenth letter
of the first line find repeated in the succeeding three lines ;
thus the same letter, conforming to the 91 rule, occurs
eight times in each stanza. There are some rare and pecu-

liar usages, such as sﬁarq;%ﬁan%a’r which are utterly unintel-
ligible to ordinary readers and the explanatory notes for
such coined phrases, written by the poet himself, are append-
ed at the footpage. The characteristic feature of the work

has been plainly recorded by the poet as ST etc.

Devi and Vishnu Ashtaprasas have for each three different
Mss (marked A B & C) while two Mss only are found for
Siva Ashtaprasa (marked A & B). The edition of the present
text is based on Mss A which bears distinct marks of having
passed through the poet’s final revision and the other manus-
cripts, when collated with this were found to contain variant
readings in some places. The pages that follow the introduc-
tion contain all the important variations except some
negligible words and letters. Far easy reference to the slokas,
I have also added an index at the end of the book.
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The edition of these stotras would have been impossible
but for the unstinted co-operation and helpful suggestions of
my cousin Sri. A. N, Yegnanarayana Sarma, B. A., to whom
I wish to express here my sincere feeling of gratitude. I also
wish to record here my grateful thanks to my brother,
Sri, R. Y. Narayanan, who spared no pains in carrying out
his allotted work (viz. transcription of the manuscript, prepa-
ration of the index and the correction of the proof-sheets)
in a highly commendable way. My thanks are also due to
the proprietor and staff of Rathnam Press, who have been
kind enough to bestow special attention for the speedy
publication of the book.

®

MADRAS,
S0—9— 1500 R. HARIHARASUBRAMANI,



WORKS OF THE POET.
I Kavyas:—
F&AUTIH_ HEH1EH
II Champu Kavyas :—
(1) #ififera: (2) mgeaey
(8) FasazduRua:
III Prabandhas :—

(1) epgfmaiay (2) srdaRea
(8) wreERay (4) FIRAEGIOE
(5) oA (6) geMRTE=:
IV Sastras :—

(1) ge@mEs (2) umEg= (=)
V Stotras:—

(1) eratersm (2) EERaTE
(8) efratraemad ¢ (4) sfFwngnesy
(5) figegradnfid (o) wfearea:

(7) gred=gigma: (8) wifddaizsa
(9) wimaaET | (10) afgadeiary |
11) SEmoETAIEEY (12) gangead
18) sfiudarE: (14) ey

(15) AgezeEed |
VI ZXKathakali:—
FHYGEET  (in Malayalam)
VII Misc:—

(1) sraazzgEaf: (2) G
{Geometry in Sanskrit})

(8) aﬁaﬁsmﬁamoﬁlww (4) AFATITATRAA

(5) wigESmEREag (8) S=BFIAIETFAT
(7) arEES
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qa1q RET 1 B and C
Q3 R Al qeqd A B B and O
3 sy feTagat B and C
e 3 EAFEIfEA R ¢
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’] R gmmar R O
goo ¢ il ¥ @i ¥ Band C
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Mss. A, Variations
g0 9 wWRE femtadia
83 ¢ FUEAN W qFI] AR
8¢ ¢ R argfes
8§ 3 aafe anife
e R g fm
Co 9 A A
CEERCE s
©3 ¢ FefaEEE ERIERIEIEE]
¢ 8 AR q AR
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{ 2 Complete line AFI ASHHANATE
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R R (RN e
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